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CURRENT AFFAIRS CAPSULE 
RBI IN NEWS 

1. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) declared State Bank of India (SBI) and ICICI Bank as Domestic Systemically 

Important Banks (D-SIBs) in line with the D-SIB Framework. 

2. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to issue coins of 5 rupe51es denomination to commemorate golden 

jubilee year of Indo-Pak War 1965. These coins will be issued under in The Coinage Act, 2011 and will be 

considered as legal a tender. 

3. In a fresh setback to the beleaguered  Sahara India Pariwar, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cancelled the 

license of its holding company Sahara India Financial Corporation Limited (SIFCL). 

4. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has inked a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Nepal Rastra  Bank (NRB) 

on Supervisory  Cooperation  and  Exchange  of  Supervisory  Information.  The  MoU  was  signed  by  RBI’s  

Executive  Director Meena Hemchandra and Nepal Rastra Bank’s Executive Director Narayan Prasad Paudel in New 

Delhi. 

5. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted in principle approval to 10 entities to set up small finance banks to 

provide basic banking services to small farmers and micro industries. The in-principle approval will enable these 

entities comply with the guidelines on Small Finance Banks and will be valid for 18 months. 

6. In order to encourage overseas funding, the RBI proposed to allow domestic companies to borrow money from 

pension funds, sovereign wealth funds (SWFs) and insurance funds as part of the ECBs. The draft framework on 

External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs), however, proposed to lower the all-in cost borrowing by 0.50 percent to 

ensure that the funds are borrowed from abroad at a reasonable interest rate. 

7. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced relaxation in norms that allow banks to upgrade credit facilities 

extended to borrowing  entities  upon  a  change  in  ownership,  only  if  the  ownership  has  been  changed  

outside  Strategic  Debt Restructuring Scheme (SDR). The Banker’s bank announced that the banks can treat loans 

to  stressed companies that have  undergone  ownership  changes  as  standard  loans,  provided  the  stress  was  

due  to  operational  or  managerial inefficiencies. 

8. RBI Governor has surprised with 50 bps cut in the policy rates. 

9. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) suspends license of seven non-banking finance companies (NBFCs). The seven NBFCs 

whose licenses were suspended are – Religare Finance, Artisans Micro Finance, Eden Trade & Commerce, RCS 

Parivar Finance, Nott Investments, Dewra Stocks & Securities, Swetasree Finance. 

10. The  Reserve  Bank  of  India  (RBI)  has  chosen  just  11  out  of  41  applicants  to  set  up  payments  banks  in  the  

country. Payments  banks  are  institutions  that  will  offer  most  of  the  banking  services  except  loans  and  

credit  card  products to retail customers. Customers can deposit money up to Rs 1 lakh in these banks, transfer 

money, make payments and buy financial products such as insurance and mutual funds. 

 

11. RBI decided to issue 10 rupees coins to commemorate International Day of Yoga. 
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12. RBI  signed Special Currency Swap Agreement with the Central Bank of Sri  Lanka. Under the arrangement, the 

Central Bank of Sri Lanka can draw up to 1.1 billion US dollar for a maximum period of six months. 

13. RBI permitted CBS-enabled Cooperative Banks to issue ATM cards in tie-up with a sponsor bank. 

14. Overall direct lending to farmers should not fall below average of past 3 years, RBI directed all the banks. 

15. RBI constituted Deepak Mohanty Committee on Medium-term Path on Financial Inclusion 

 

BANKS IN NEWS 
SBI 

1. Launched a mobile wallet app, SBI Buddy, in 
collaboration  
with Accenture and Mastercard. 

It is used to send money to new and 
registered  customers, book for movies, 
flights, hotels as well as for shopping 

2. SBI  Card,  a  leading  credit  card  issuer  announced  a 
strategic  partnership  with  7  of  India's  biggest  
ecommerce  players  for  its  newest  offering,  the  
Simply CLICK SBI Card. 

This is billed as the first-ever credit card that 
is focused on online shopping across diverse 
categories. 

3. launched Project Tatkal The  project  will  help  home  loan applicants  
to  get  the  loan within 10 days after receipt 
of application form and relevant supporting 
documents 

HDFC BANK 

Sr.No News/Schemes Other Points 
1. ‘Dhanchayat’,  an  educational  film  to  raise   awareness  on 

the  dangers  of  borrowing money  from  unorganised  
Sources 

- 

2. Ties up with Snapdeal for co-branded credit card The  card  is  aimed  at  getting  
Snapdeal's  customers,  70  per  
cent of whom are from smaller 
cities and towns 

3. To  sell  its  9  percent  stake  in  HDFC  life  to  JV  partner  
Standard Life for Rs. 1700 Crore 

Note: There are over 52 
insurance companies in India out 
of  
which 24 are in life insurance 
business and 28 are non-life  
insurers. 

4. Launched watch banking application for Apple Watch  
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ICICI Bank 
 

1. Launched  ‘ICICI  Bank  Saral-Rural  Housing  Loan’  
Scheme for weaker sections of society. 

The scheme is new home loan proposition 
of the bank with special  interest  rate  to  
cater  people  from  rural  areas including  
womenborrowers  as  well  as  from  
weaker 

2. Launched Smart Vault, a first-of-its-kind locker 
facility by a bank in India with latest robotic 
technology. 

Chanda Kochhar, MD & CEO of ICICI Bank 

BANKS IN NEWS 
Sr.No Name of Bank News/Schemes Other Points 

1. HSBC Bank It  announced to launch ’greenbonds’ 
in India for  raising funds for 
investments  in  
environmental projects. 

HSBC India’s chairman 
Naina Lal Kidwai 

2. IDFC Bank To start lending operations from 
October 1 

- 
3. NABARD Got accredited by the Green Climate 

Fund as a National Implementing 
Entity for undertaking climate change 
related projects in India. 

- 

4. Bandhan Bank Bandhan  Financial  Services  started  
operations  as  a  Scheduled  
Commercial  Bank  
(SCB). Henceforth it will be called as 
Bandhan  
Bank. 

The  first  micro  finance  
company  in  the  
country  to  start  
operations  as  a  full-
fledged  
commercial bank. 

5. Indian Bank  Launches IndPay mobileapp service To  enables  its  
customers  to  operate  
bank  
accounts anytime from 
anywhere 

6. Corporation Bank launched  first  MUDRA  card  under  
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana 

- 
7. Kotak Mahindra  

Bank 
launched  mobile  banking  app  
named  Kotak Bharat 
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8. CSC and HCL formed Joint 
Venture to provide technology 
services solutions to banks 

  

9. Kolkata-based  
Bandhan Bank 

Ashok  Kumar  Lahiri  appointed as  
the Chairman of the bank 

 
10. Axis Bank Launched  the  first  Contactless  

Debit,  Credit and Multi-Currency 
Forex Card in association with VISA 
payWave in the country. 

- 

 

INDIAN ECONOMY NEWS 
Sr.No NEWS 
1. Union Government has released 2,000 crore rupees to Employees’ Pension Scheme (EPS), 1995 

as its contribution for the year 2015-16. 
2. Central  Statistical  Office  (CSO)  released  the  estimates  of  Gross  Domestic  Product  (GDP)  

for  the  April-June  quarter  of 2015. As per the estimates, India grew by 7 percent during the 
first quarter of the 2015-16 financial year 

3. Union Cabinet allows 100 per cent FDI under automatic route for white label ATMs 
4. State-run  power  utility  NTPC  will  raise  up  to  Rs.  700  crore  through  tax  free  secured  non 

-convertible  bonds.  The government  has  approved  the  company’s  raising  Rs.  1,000  crore  
through  tax  free  bonds,  including  Rs.  700  crore  
through public issue 

5. The FIPB cleared 14 foreign investment proposals including that of Shyam Sistema Teleservices 
and IIFL Holdings 

6. Current a/c deficit narrows to 1.2% of GDP in April-June. 
7. The Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) increased the life insurance cover of its 

subscribers from 3.6 lakh to 6 lakh rupees. 
8. The Election Commission (EC) has introduced a symbol for "None of the Above (NOTA)" option 

to facilitate voters in exercising their NOTA option in elections. 
9. The banks in Dakshina Kannada district conducted a mega credit camp to disburse loans under 

the MUDRA scheme of the Centre on September 28. 
10. The World Bank has promised $30 billion financial assistance to the Railways. 
11. Union Cabinet has approved the proposal of direct release of wages in to the accounts of the 

workers engaged under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA).   

12. Central Government liberalises single-brand retail norms for non-resident entities. 
13. Union Railway Ministry has signed 4 Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) with Union 

Power and New & Renewable Energy Ministry for energy conservation, transmission and 
solarisation. 

14. The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has allowed banks to tie 
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up with insurers. 
15. Pratyaksha Hastaantarit Laabh (PAHAL) scheme has been acknowledged as the world’s largest 

cash transfer program (households) by the Guinness Book of World Records 
16. Union Ministry of  Home Affairs (MHA) has decided to establish a pan-India National 

fingerprint database to aid in the speedy identification of criminals and investigation of crimes 
across the country. 

17. Finance  Minister  Arun  Jaitley  launched  two  funds the India  Aspiration  Fund  (IAF)  and  
SIDBI  Make  in  India  Loan  for Enterprises (SMILE) under Small Industries Development Bank 
of India (SIDBI) in line to carter funding for start-ups and to aid small enterprises in India. IAF- 
Initial corpus of Rs. 2,000 crores SMILE- Initial corpus of     Rs.10, 000 crores 

18. Union government has announced to sell 10 per cent stake in state owned Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOC). The 10 per cent stake in IOC comprises 24.27 crore shares.. 

19 Union Telecom Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad released a  commemorative postal stamp on 
emperor Ashoka. The postal stamp of 5 rupees will be available for sale in the post offices. 

20. Union  Government  has  approved  six  new  proposals  6  Special  Economic  Zones  (SEZs)  
proposals  including  four  from Information Technology and IT enabled Service (ITeS) sector. 

21. CCEA approved Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yoiana (PMKSY). The Yojana was approved 
with an outlay of 50000 crore rupees over a period of five years, that is, from 2015-16 to 2019-
20. 

22. CCEA  approved  Scheme  for  Promotion  of  National  Agricultural  Market.  The  scheme  
helped  in  creation  of  a  common electronic platform regulated markets across the country 
with an outlay of 200 crore rupees from 2015-16 to 2017-18. 

 

NEW APPOINTMENTS(INDIA) 
 

Sr.No Newly Appointed Post 
1. L C Goyal CMD of India Trade Promotion Organisation 
2. AK Jha Interim CMD of NTPC Limited 

Note: National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) 
Limited 

3. J Manjula Appointed the new Director General (DG - Electronics & 
Communications Systems or ECS) 

4. Ramesh Chand Appointed as new member of the Niti Aayog 
5. Shashidhar Sinha Chairman of ABC 
6. Rakesh Sharma MD and CEO of Canara Bank 
7. Prabhat Singh MD & CEO of Petronet LNG 
8. Hormusji N Cama Chairman of Press Trust of India 
9. Krishnan Balakrishnan Chief Financial Officer (CFO), GoAir 
10. Zayn Khan President of Federation of Motor Sports Clubs of India 
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11. KN Tripathi Additional charge of Governor of Tripura. 
Note: He is also the Governor of West Bengal 

12. Sourav Ganguly President of Cricket Association of Bengal 
13. S K Sharma Chairman of Bhakra Beas Management Board 
14. Rajan S Katoch Director of the Enforcement Directorate (ED). 

Note: Term Extended 
15. Amitava Ghosh Snapdeal VP-engineering 
16. Rekha Menon Chairman of Accenture India 
17. Anindya Basu MD of Accenture India 
18. Governors of Bihar Ram Nath Kovind 
19. Governors of HP Acharya Dev Vrat 
20. Sanjay Jalona MD and CEO for L&T Infotech 
21. Om Prakash Rawat Election Commissioner of India 
22. Former  Cabinet Secretary, Ajit Seth Chairman of the Public Enterprises Selection Board 
23. Kishor Piraji Kharat IDBI MD and CEO 
24. P S jayakumar MD and CEO of Bank of Baroda(BoB). Note:This  is  the  

first  time  that  Union government  has  appointed  the  
two candidates from the private sector to head thePublic 
Sector Banks (PSBs) 

25. Rakesh Sharma MD and CEO of Canara Bank 
26. Ashwani Lohanii Air India CMD Note: succeeded Rohit Nandan 
27. Amitabh Mattoo Appointed as Advisor to J&K CM Mufti Mohammad 

Sayeed 
28. Amol Palekar appointed chairman of India’s Oscar jury 
29. Justice  Madanlal  Laxmandas  

Tahaliyani 
New Lokayukta of Maharashtra. 

30. Rana Kapoor MD and CEO of YES bank 
31. Dilip Vengsarkar President of cricket statisticians body 
32. Al Rajwani Gillette India Managing Director 
33. Swati Maliwal Chairperson of Delhi Commission for Women 
34. Ashish Bahuguna Chairman of food safety regulator FSSAI 
35. Ram Sevak Sharma Chairman of TRAI 
36. Ajay Mathur Director-General of TERI 
37. Ananth Narayanan Chief Executive Officer of Myntra 
38. Pankaj Munjal CMD of Hero Motors Group 
39. Prashant Pathrabe Interim Director of Film and Television Institute of India 
40. Rakesh Sahni Chairman of Narmada Valley Development Authority 
41. Lt  General  Man  Mohan  Singh  Rai  

appointed as 
Vice-Chief of Indian Army Note: He succeeded Lt Gen 
Philip Campose 

42. Union  Government  appointed  
Lawyer Rodrigo Oreamuno 

To arbitrate Vodafone tax case 

43. Chandrasekaran Ramakrishnan CFO of Tata Motors' Group 
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44. Rahul Bhatnagar MD and CFO of Bharti Enterprises 
45. Sriram Kalyanaraman MD and CEO of National Housing Bank 
46. B. Roychowdhury Chairman, ASCI 
47. Atul Sobti CMD, BHEL 
48. Rajiv Mehrishi Home Secretary 
49. Ratan P Watal Finance Secretary 
50. Shaktikanta Das Economic Affairs Secretary 
51. Hasmukh Adhia Revenue Secretary 
52. Anjuly Chib Duggal Secretary of Department of Financial Services(MoF) 
53. P K Singh Chairman, SAIL 
54. Raghav Chandra Chairman, NHAI 
55. Girish Sahni Director-General, CSIR 
56. C V R Rajendran CEO, AMFI 
57. Alka Panda Director General, BIS 
58. George Baker, Prof Richard Hay Members, Lok Sabha 
59. Sriram K Raman MD and CEO, NHB 
60. Gopal Singh CMD, NMDC Limited 
61. C D Balaji Director of the Aeronautical Development Agency 

 

NEW APPOINTMENTS (WORLD) 
 

Sr.No Newly Appointed Post 
1. Bazmi Husain The global chief technology officer of ABB 
2. Indian  American  Jagdeep Grewal  Chosen as postmaster for Sacramento 
3. Malcolm Turnbull Australia’s New Prime Minister 
4. Australia’s New Prime Minister Mayor of German city of Bonn 
5. Metro  Man  Elattuvalapil  

Sreedharan  
 

Invited to the United Nations’ High Level 
Advisory Group on Sustainable Transport 
(HLAG-ST). 
Note: UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon 

6. Sherif Ismail  
 

PM of Egypt Note: President Abdel-Fattah el-
Sissi 

7. Arvind Panagariya, vicechairman of Niti Aayog Appointed as the sherpa for G20 negotiations 
8. Matthias Mueller CEO,Volkswagen AG appoints 
9. Indian-American Atul Keshap U.S. Ambassador to Sri Lanka and Maldives 
10. Raffi Freedman-Gurspan   Recruitment director for presidential 

personnel in the White House Office of 
Presidential Personnel, LGBT groups and the 
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White House Note: First openly transgender 
staff member in White House. 

11. Sebastian Coe IAAF president 
12. Athletics Federation of India  

President Adille Sumariwalla 
Elected as one of the members of the 
prestigious Council of the IAAF 

13. Ranil Wickremesinghe Prime Minister of Sri Lanka 
Note: President(SL) Maithripala Sirisena 

14. Masashi Muromachi CEO and President of Toshiba 
15. Maurice Obstfeld appointed as Chief Economist of IMF 
16. Professor  Kamal  Bawa,  an  

Indian-origin scientist, 
Elected to Royal Society of London 

17. Anisa Rasouli nominated as First female judge of Afghanistan Supreme 
Court 

18. Lord Kamlesh Patel became First British-Asian appointee to ECB 
Management Board 

19. Keith Rowley PM, Trinidad and Tobago 
20. Smita Purushottam Indian Ambassador to Holy See 
21. Alexis Tsipras  Prime Minister, Greece 
22. Sundar Pichai CEO, Google 
23. Pierre Nkurunziza   President, Burundi 
24. Jin Liqun   Head, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB) 

 

NATION IN NEWS (INDIA) 

Sr.No News 
1. Union  Ministry  of  Youth  Affairs  and  Sports  has  decided  to  recognize  Yoga  as  a  sports  

discipline  and  place  it  in  the Priority category. 
2. Union  Government  has  cancelled  licence  of  Greenpeace  India,  a  non-profit  Non-

Governmental  Organisation  (NGO)  to receive foreign donations. 
3. Describing Bodh Gaya as the “land of enlightenment”, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said his 

government would develop the site as the spiritual capital 
4. Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Arun Jaitley launched  the e-version of  the 100  

volumes of the Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi (CWMG) in New Delhi 
5. The  Union  Cabinet  gave  its  approval  for  the  Constitution  of  the  21st  Law  Commission  of  

India.  The  formation  of  the commission was necessitated as the term of the 20th law 
commission ended on 31 August 2015. It was headed by Justice Ajit Prakash Shah. 

6. India and Belarus have set the bilateral trade target of one billion dollar by 2018. The decision 
was taken at the Seventh Session of the India-Belarus Intergovernmental Commission held in 
Minsk, Belarus.  
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7. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has become  the first political leader to have a mobile app, 
developed for him to digitally connect with the citizens of the country. The PM himself launched 
the 'Narendra Modi Mobile App'. 

8. The road transport and highways ministry will add nearly 50,000 km of roads to the National 
Highways (NH) network in the country in the next six months. This addition within two years of 
the Narendra Modi government will be more than twice the length NDA-I had added in its six 
years and over three times of what UPA added in its 10-year rule. 

9. Union Government extends e-Tourist Visa Scheme to 37 more countries in order to attract 
maximum foreign tourists in the  country.  With  this  extension,  the  total  150  countries  will  
come  under  the  ambit  of  e -Tourist  Visa  Scheme  from present 113 countries. 

10. The  Union  Cabinet  gave  its  approval  for  minor  amendments  in  the  MoU  signed  to  facilitate  
implementation  of  IndoGerman Strategic Partnerships in Higher Education Programme. 
Funding period of the programme will be changed from 2015-19 to 2016-20. Now it will be from 
1 July 2016 to 30 June, 2020. 

11. The Union Cabinet has approved the setting up of Indian Sign Language Research and Training 
Centre (ISLRTC).It will be located in New Delhi. 

12. Union Government announced four brand ambassadors for Digital India programme 
List of Brand Ambassadors 
1. Satwat Jagwani, All India IIT-JEE —Advanced Topper -2015 (Student) 
2. Krati Tiwari, All India IIT-JEE —Advanced Girl Topper -2015 (Student) 
3. Ankit Fadia, Author & Ethical Hacker 
4. Pranav Mistry, Samsung USA (Computer Scientist & Author of 6th Sense) 

13. In  order  to  reduce  air  pollution  due  to  vehicles,  the  Ministry  of  Road  Transport  &  
Highways  issued  a  notification  to introduce Bharat Stage IV (BS-IV) compliant four wheeler 
vehicles though out the country from 1 April 2017. 

14. Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave 4 months extension (up to 31 
December 2015) to the 7th Central Pay Commission. Justice Ashok Kumar Mathur is the 
Chairman of the Commission 

15. The  government  unveiled  the list of  98 cities that will  be  part of  its ambitious Smart Cities 
project. Union Minister of Urban Development  Venkaiah Naidu released  the list of  98 cities, 
including 13 cities from Uttar Pradesh and 12 from Tamil Nadu.Other cities include 10 from 
Maharashtra, 7 from Madhya Pradesh ,3 each from Bihar & Andhra Pradesh. 

16. India’s largest power generator National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) Limited has 
achieved a record of highest single-day electricity generation of over 733 million units 

17. India has lost solar case against United States at the World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
18. India  launched  e-Migrate  system  for  Foreign  Employers.   Under  this,  foreign  employers  

(FEs)  who  wants  to  recruit Indian workers, including nurses, will have to register in the e-
Migrate system. 

19. Union Home Ministry extended the ‘disturbed area’ status of Nagaland for one more year. 
20. According to UN World Population Prospects, India to become most populous nation by 2022 
21. India signed Loan Agreement of $300 Million with ADB for National Urban Health Mission 
22. White-Fi technology of Microsoft to boost Digital India Initiative. 
23. Union Cabinet approved redevelopment of 400 railway stations through Swiss Challenge method. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
 

Sr.No Country/Continent in News Related to 
1. Syria Islamic  State  (IS)  militant  group  has  destroyed  part  of  

historical  Temple  of  Bel  in  the ancient site of Palmyra in 
Syria 

2. North America Highest mountain of North America Mt McKinley renamed as 
Denali 

3. Australia   
 

An Indian-origin driver in Australia, Tejinder Pal Singh was 
named as Australian of the Day by Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia Note: For feeding the homeless in Darwin for the 
past three years 

4. Britain   Queen Elizabeth II becomes Britain’s longest-reigning 
Monarch. 

5. Pakistan   
 

Supreme Court of Pakistan ordered immediate adoption of 
Urdu as official language of the country. 

6. Singapore  
 

Singapore's PM lauded the city-state's youth vote for helping 
return his party, The PAP (People's Action Party) to power in 
a massive victory for the 12th time.  
Nore: Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong 

7. Nepal   
 

Nepal's parliament has overwhelmingly approved a  new 
constitution. It was passed by 507 votes to 25 

8. Syria   
 

The  radical  militants  of  Sunni  Islamist  militant  group  
Islamic  State  (IS)  have  seized Qaryatain, a key town in 
central Syria. 

9. Egypt   
 

It has launched a major expansion of the Suez Canal.  
Note: It was inaugurated by Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi 

10. US   
 

The US military has launched the largest NATO airborne 
drills dubbed as Swift Response 15  since  the  end  of  the  
Cold  War  to  enhance  security  and  stability  in  the  
European region. 

11. Australia   Australian government appoints Adam Gilchrist ambassador 
to India - for education 

12. Kazakhstan   
 

The  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency  (IAEA)  and  
Kazakhstan  have  signed  an agreement  to  create  the  
world's  first  internationally-controlled  bank  of  low-
enriched uranium in Kazakhstan to ensure fuel supplies for 
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power stations and prevent nuclear proliferation 
13. Pakistan  

 
Pakistan  has  banned  the  Islamic  State  (IS)  militant  group  
which  has  undertaken  vast stretches of Iraq and Syria in its 
control. 

14. Greece   Became first developed nation to default on IMF debt. 
15. USA,  Brazil  issued  Joint  

Statement on Climate Change 
 

In  the  joint  statement,  both  the  countries  agreed  to  
increase  the  share  of  renewable energy to 20 percent of 
their energy mix by 2030. 

16. France   Champagne vineyards of France granted with World 
Heritage status by UNESCO 

17. Cuba   
 

became first country in the World to eliminate mother-to-
child transmission of HIV and Syphilis 

18. Nepal   It banned animal Sacrifice at Gadhimai Festival 
19. Nepal   It’s political parties agreed to remove word ‘Secularism’ from 

the Constitution 
20. US   

 
Defense Department of US set up Working Group on allowing 
Transgender persons into  
Military Service 

 

OBITUARIES (NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL) 
 

Sr.No Person Died   Profession/Famous In? 
1. Chandra Bahadur Dangi   World's shortest man 

2. Aadesh Shrivastava   Bollywood Music Composer-Director 

3. Ramaswamy Iyer   Renowned Water policy expert 

4. Kalamandalam  Sathyabhama   Classical dancer 

5. Brian Close Former England and Yorkshire captain 

6. Bal Pandit Veteran Marathi cricket commentator 

7. Radhika Thilak  Malayalam playback singer 

8. Jackie Collins   Novelist 

9. Jagmohan Dalmiya Former BCCI President 

10. Dr. Syed Ahmad   Former Manipur Governor passes away 

11. Lynn Anderson    US country singer 

12. Colonel Harwant Singh (Retd),   World War-II hero passes away. 

13. Kayyara Kinhanna Rai   Poet, freedom fighter 

14. Om Prakash Munjal   The founder of Hero Cycle 
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15. NR Varhadpande   Eminent Sanskrit Scholar and Indologist 

16. Arthur Morris    Former Australian Cricketer 
17. Matti Makkonen   pioneer of SMS technology 
18. Jerome Charles Weintraub   Legendary producer 
19. Abdullah Hussain   Renowned Urdu novelist 
20. Diana Douglas   Hollywood actress 
21. Y K Sabharwal   Former Chief Justice of India 
22. Phil Walsh   Adelaide Crows football coach 
23. K P P Nambiar   Keltron founding chairman 
24. Dr. Suniti Solomon   Pioneering Indian HIV/AIDS researcher 
25. Vasundhara Komkali   Eminent vocalist 
26. Clive Rice   First post-apartheid captain of South Africa Cricket 

team 
27. P Hariharan   Noted Physicist 
28. Santasilan Kadirgamar   The veteran Sri Lankan historian 
29. APJ Abdul Kalam   Former Indian President 
30. PR Chari   The nuclear disarmament advocate 
31. Bijoy Krishna   Veteran Congress Leader 
32. Ramkrishna Suryabhan Gavai   Former Bihar Governor 
33. Tom Moore   Cartoonist 
34. Olaf Pooley   Noted Hollywood actor 
35. Alex Rocco   Actor 
36. Dr Bisheshar Pradeep   Noted Urdu writer 
37. Alcides Edgardo Ghiggia   Uruguayan soccer legend 
38. V Ramakrishna   Veteran Telugu playback singer 
39. Joan Sebastian  Iconic musician 
40. Manayangath Subramanian Viswanathan   Tamil music composer 
41. Pashupatinath Roy   Former BSFI president 
42. Bashar Navaaz   Renowned Urdu poet 
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AWARDS 
 

Sr.No Awards Winner 
1. The  UNESCO  prize  ‘Award  of  Excellence’  2015  for the 

conservation  efforts  of  the  Sree  Vadakkunnathan  
Temple  in Kerala. 

India 
 

2. Gandhi Peace Prize 2014   ISRO 
3. Royal Aeronautical Society Silver Medal   Dr G Satheesh Reddy 
4. The  ‘Certificate  of  Recognition’  from  the  California  

legislature for his dedication to helping Kashmiri  
Hindu community. 

Anupam Kher 
 

5. United Nations Champions of the Earth award   Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina 

6. Champions of Change award   Indian-American girl Swetha 
Prabakaran 

7. Icon Award by the Indo-Caribbean Alliance   Shiv Chanderpaul 
8. 2015  United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees  

(UNHCR) Nansen Refugee Award 

 

Aqeela Asifi 

9. Honorary life membership by the Cricket Club of India 
(CCI)   
 

Ajinkya Rahane Note: CCI president 
Kekoo Nicholson 

10. 2015 Beijing International Marathon   Mariko Kipchumba of Kenya 
11. 2015 Global Leadership Award  

 
Hindustan Times Group chairperson 
Shobhana Bharatia  
and PepsiCo Chairman Indra Nooyi 

12. Community Impact Award at Google Science Fair    Lalita Prasida Sripada Srisai of 
Odisha 

13. 24th Vyaas Samman   
 

Dr Kamal Kishore Goenka 

14. Skoch Award for Smart Governance Employees’ Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO) 

15. 2015 SASTRA Ramanujan Prize   Dr. Jacob Tsimerman 
16. Arjuna Awards 2015   

 
a) M.R. Poovamma- for Athletics 
b) Babita Kumari-  for Wrestling. 
 

17. Pride of Britain Award   Indo-British van driver Dee Patel  
Note: Patel had risked his life to save 
others. 
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18. Arjuna Award Cricketer Ravichandran Ashwin  
Note: Arjuna Awards was instituted 
in 1961 
 

19. Ramanujan Prize 2015 Mathematician Dr. Amalendu Krishna 
Note:  For  his outstanding  
contributions  in  the  area  of 
algebraic  cycles,  algebraic  K-theory  
and  the  theory  of  
motives. 

20. Esri Special Achievement in GIS Award 2015 National Dairy Development Board 
(NDDB) Note:  For  exemplary  work  
in  Dairy  Geographical  
Information System. 
 

21. Germany's highest civilian honour Cross of Order of the 
Merit   

Indian sociobiologist Raghavendra 
Gadagkar 

22. The  Pacific  Area  Travel  Writers  Association  (PATWA)  -  
Safari India South Asia Travel Award 2015. 

Goa Tourism Minister Dilip Parulekar  
 

23. Saraswati Sammaan    Dr. M Veerappa Moily 
Note: He  received the award for his 
epic Sri Ramayana  
Mahanveshanam written in Kannada. 

24. Maharashtra Bhushan Award 2015   Historian Babasaheb Purandare  
Note: He is famously entitled as Shiv 
Shahir i.e. ‘Shivaji’s poet’ 

25. 2015 Peter Mackler Award   Syrian woman Journalist Zaina 
Erhaim 

26. Sunhak Peace Prize.   
 

Indian agricultural scientist Dr 
Modadugu Vijay Gupta 

27. UEFA Best Player in Europe award    Barcelona's Lionel Messi  
 

28. Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award   Tennis player Sania Mirza  
 

29. Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Award 2014-15.    Mountaineer  Jot  Singh  of  Indo-
Tibetan  Border  Police  
(ITBP)  

30. Ramon Magsaysay Awards   Two  Indians  ,  namely  Sanjiv  
Chaturvedi  and  Anshu  
Gupta 
 

31. First-ever Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela Prize   Helena Ndume, Jorge Sampaio 
awarded Note: Asia’s Nobel Prize 
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32. Fukuoka Asian Culture Prize 2015   Ramachandra Guha chosen for 
33. Royal Society’s Copley Medal   Peter Higgs received Note: The 

world's oldest scientific prize 
34. Grand Prix World Press Cartoon 2014 Award   Telugu cartoonist Pamarthy Shankar 

won  
35. PATA award Kerala tourism's Muziris heritage 

project bagged 
36. Honorary fellowship from University of Central Lancashire   Indian-origin Shiv Pande received 
37. Champions of Change by US White House   Indian American Sunita Viswanath 

honoured 
38. Highest French civilian honour Legion of Honour Sayed Haider Raza honoured with 
39. 18th National Youth Parliament Competition Jawahar  Navodaya  Vidyalaya,  

Churachandpur  of Manipur 
40. Frost  and  Sullivan’s  2015  Economic  Development  

Innovation Award 
Make in India initiative of DIPP won 

41. Microsoft Country Partner of the Year Award 2015 India-based Comparex India Pvt Ltd 
won 

42. Golden Peacock Environment Management Award 2015 Tata Steel’s West Bokaro Division 
conferred with 

43. G D Birla Award for Scientific Research for 2014 Sanjeev Galande selected for 
44. US Presidential Award Darshan Jain, an Indian-American 

teacher named for 
45. GCHERA World Agriculture Prize 2015 Indian-American Professor R. Paul 

Singh named for 
46. World Food Prize 2015 Sir Fazle Hasan Abed ofBangladesh 
47. Names Tait Black Prize 2015 Zia Haider Rahman 
48. Swati Puraskar 2015 Ustad Amjad Ali Khan 
49. S Radhakrishnan award 2015 Bhajan Sopori 
50. Kalpana Chawla Award 2015 Jothimani Gowthaman 
51. 1st Abdul Kalam Award 2015 N Valarmathi 
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SPORTS NEWS 
CRICKET 

 Veteran all-rounder cricketer Shane Watson 
from Australia has  announced  his  
retirement  from  International  Test cricket 

 Champions  League  T20  scrapped  due  to  
limited  public following 

 After  picking up minority stake in the Goa 
franchise of the Hero  Indian  Super  League  
(Hero  ISL),  Indian  test  captain Virat  Kohli  
has  now  invested  in  the  Dubai  frnachise  
of Mahesh Bhupati-promoted Coca-Cola 
International Premier Tennis League (IPTL) 

 The franchise, called UAE Royals also has on 
board Neelesh Bhatnagar and Sachin Gadoya 
as co-owners. 

 IPL  franchise  Chennai  Super  Kings,  
Rajasthan  Royals suspended for two years 
by Justice Lodha panel 

 Hrishikesh  Kanitkar and  Ajay  Ratra retired  
from  all  forms of Cricket 

 BCCI  suspended  Mumbai  Ranji  player  
Hiken  Shah  for corruption 

  Kagiso  Rabada  became  second  bowler  to  
claim  hat-trick  on ODI debut 

 

TENNIS 

 Leander  Paes  and  Swiss  Martina  Hingis  
won  the  US  Open Mixed Doubles Title 2015 

 Note: Defeated Americans  Bethanie Mattek-
Sands and Sam Querrey 

 Sania  Mirza-Martina  Hingis  won  women's  
doubles  title  in Wimbledon 

 Andy Murray wins Rogers Cup Masters 
Tournament 2015. 

 Belinda Bencic of Switzerland won maiden 
Canadian Open Masters title in women’s 
single category 

 Paes-Hingis won mixed doubles final at 
Wimbledon 

 Serena  Williams  won  Cincinnati  Masters  
Women’s  Singles Title 

 Roger Federer won Cincinnati Masters Men’s 
Singles tennis title for record seventh time 

 Note: The final match was held at Cincinnati 
in Ohio State of the USA 

 Serena  Williams  won  her  sixth  Wimbledon  
Women's  Single title 

 Amelie  Mauresmo  inducted  into  the  
International  Tennis Hall of Fame 

 Novak Djokovic won the men’s singles title of 
Wimbledon 
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GRAND PRIX 

 Lewis  Hamilton  wins  2015  Italian  Grand  
Prix  of Formula One. 

 Lewis Hamilton 2015 Japanese Grand Prix 

 Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel from Germany 
has won 2015 Singapore Grand Prix of 
Formula One. 

 

 Ferrari  driver  Sebastian  Vettel  of  Germany  
won  Hungarain Formula One Grand Prix 

 

ATHLETICS 

 Delhi's  specially-abled  athletes  win  7  
medals  at Summer Games in US. 

 Note: Phoolan Devi (17) won first gold for 
the country in power lifting (bench press 
category). 

 Jamaican  sprinter  Shelly-Ann  Fraser  won  
Women’s  100  meters gold at the 2015 
World Championships in Athletics 

 Jamaican athlete Usain Bolt has won world 
100 metre title  in  the  World  Athletics  
Championships  held  in Beijing, China. 

 Usain Bolt beats Justin Gatlin in World 
Championships 200m final 

 In  the  women's  marathon  at  the  World  
Athletics Championships,  O.P.  Jaisha  
registered  a  time  of  two hours, 34 minutes 
and 43 seconds to set a new national record. 

 Inderjeet Singh became first Indian to win a 
Gold Meda l at World University Games in 
Gwangju 

 

 

FOOTBALL 

 Bangladesh  Under-16  team won  their  first-
ever  South Asian Football Federation (SAFF) 

 Note: The hosts defeated defending 
champions India 4-2 in penalties. 

 Chile defeated Argentina to win 2015 Copa 
America  Cup Football tournament 

 USA  defeated  Japan  to  win  Women's  FIFA  
World  Cup for the third time 

 Mexico  defeated  Jamaica  to  win  
CONCACAF  Gold  Cup  Football tournament 
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SHOOTING 

 Ace  Indian  shooter  Abhinav  Bindra  gold  
medal  in  the men’s  10  metre  Air  Rifle  
event  of  the  Asian  Air  Gun Championships 
held in New Delhi. 

 Young Indian shooter Apurvi Chandela 
clinched  the silver medal in women’s 10m 
air rifle event of the ISSF Rifle and Pistol 
World Cup Finals 

 India’s  ace  shooter  Gurpreet  Singh  has  
won  silver medal  at  2015  Asian  Air  Gun  
Championship  held  in New Delhi. 

 

 

BADMINTON 

 Ajay  Jayaram  wins  silver  medal  in  2015  
Korea  Open Badminton tournament. 

 Note:In the final match played at Seoul, he 
lost to World no. one Cheng Long of China 

 Saina Nehwal struck a landmark  deal with 
management company  

 IOS Sports & Entertainment. Note: Her deal is 
worth Rs 25 crores over two years 

 Carolina Marin Martin of Spain has won the 
prestigious World  Badminton  
Championship  2015  in  women’s single 
category by defeating India’s Saina Nehwal.  

 Note:Saina Nehwal is first Indian women 
badminton player to  reach  finals  of  
Badminton  World  Championship  & also 
won the silver medal. 

 

HOCKEY 

India  women’s  hockey  team  books  2016  Rio  
Olympics berth 

Hockey  India  appointed  Roelant  Oltmans  as  
coach  of  Men’s  national team 

Golf 

Anirban  Lahiri  becomes  1st  Indian  golfer  to  
qualify  for President’s Cup of Golf 

Ace  Indian  golfer  Aditi  Ashok  won  the  
prestigious  Ladies  British amateur stroke-play 
Championship 2015 at Leeds, United Kingdom. 

Aditi  Ashok  clinched  the  Singha  Thailand  
Amateur Championship 
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Wrestling 

Indian Wrestler  Narsingh  Pancham  Yadav  has  
secured quota for India in the 2016 Olympic Games. 
 

Indian wrestler Anil has clinched gold medal in 
Cadet Wrestling World Championships in the 50 kg 
freestyle competitions. Note:  In the final match 
played at Sarajevo, Bosnia he defeated Erfan Aeini of 
Iran 

Archery 

India  women’s  team  wins  silver  in  World  
Archery Championship, Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Note:  Indian  women’s  team  included  trio  of  
Laxmirani Majhi, Deepika Kumari, and Rimil Buriuly 

Abhishek Verma wins gold medal in Archery World 
Cup.Note: Final held in Wroclaw in Poland 

Other SPORTS NEWS 

Sr.No Sports News 
1. Boxing   

 
Indian  boxer  Vikas  Krishan  has  won  the  silver  medal  
in  the  Asian  Championships  held  in Bangkok, Thailand. 

2. Fifth Youth Commonwealth Games Deepak Lather won gold in the 62 kg category. 
3. Weightlifting   

 
Indian  weightlifters  Deepak  Lather  won  a  gold  medal  
in  the  62  kg  category  of  the  2015  
Commonwealth Youth Games (CYG) being held in Apia, 
Samoa 

4. Shot put   
 

Railways shot putter Manpreet Kaur  became the latest 
Indian athlete to qualify for next year's  
Olympics when she shattered an 18-year-old national 
record en route to a sixth title at the 55th  
National Open Athletics Championship. 

5. Skeet shooter   Mairaj Ahmad Khan clinched a Rio Olympics quota place 
for India 

6. Billiards   
 

India’s ace cueist Pankaj Advani won 2015 IBSF World 
Billiards Championship (Time Format) in Adelaide, 
Australia, by defeating Peter Gilchrist of Singapore. Note: 
It was his overall 14th World title. 

7. Sprinter   
 

India’s Prabhroop Sekhon wins two golds in Special 
Olympics World Games 
Note: He won the medals in 300 metre and 500 metre 
Roller Skating event 

8. New Sport   
 

IOC gives Olympic Sport recognition to ‘Frisbee’ 
Note: International Olympic Committee (IOC) 

9. Asian  Youth  Chess Championship 5 Gold, 5 Silver and 7 Bronze: India top with 17 medals 
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 Note: Event organized by Korea Chess Federation 
10. Snooker   

 
Pankaj  Advani  clinched  his  13th  world  title  after  
winning  the  World  6-Red  Snooker Championship  
Note: He defeated Chinese Yan Bingtao 

11. Kabaddi   Pro Kabaddi League 2015-U Mumba crowned champions 
after defeating Bengaluru Bulls 

12. Basketball   India won 2015 South Asian Basketball Championship 
13. Cycling   Team Sky cyclist Chris Froome of Britain won 102nd Tour 

de France 
14. Powerlifting   Indian-American Amitoj Chhabra won Junior Title at US 

Powerlifting Championships 2015 
15. Athletics   

 
Ethiopia's Mare Dibaba won women's marathon at World 
Athletics Championships Note:Fifteenth IAAF World 
Championships in Athletics concluded in Beijing 

 

SPORTS VENUES RECENTLY ANNOUNCED 
 

Sr.No Sport Event Venue Other Points 
1. 2022 Commonwealth Games    Durban in South Africa - 
2. 2022 Asian Games   

 
Hangzhou,China   Next  Asian  Games  will  take  

place  in Jakarta in 2018. 
3. Youth  Delphic  Games  in February 

2016 
Goa to host the  

4. 2022  Winter  Olympics  and  
Paralympics 

Beijing chosen to host  
5. ICC World Twenty20 2016     India Kolkata's Eden Gardens to 

host final 
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DEFENCE NEWS (India & World) 
 

Sr.No Which Defence Force/ Body/ Initiative? News 
1. Air Force  

 
China  and  its  strategic  partner  Pakistan  
have  launched  a  joint  air  exercise  called 
Shaheen (Eagle)-4 in China. It is fourth edition 
of air exercise between the air forces of both 
countries 

2. EKUVERIN  6th Indo-Maldives Joint Military Exercise held 
in Thiruvananthapuram 

3. Navy   AUSINDEX15, first Australia and India 
maritime exercise begins in Visakhapatnam 

4. Pentagon 
 

Established the first-ever country special cell 
to speed up its defence ties with India and 
accelerate  the  process  of  co-development  
and  co-production  of  hi-tech  military 
equipment in the country. 
Note: India is the only country to have a 
specific cell of its kind inside the Pentagon 

5. Army   
 

China  has  successfully  launched  a  newly-
developed  smaller  version  of  carrier  rocket 
Long March-6 as part of the country’s space 
program 

6. Cabinet Committee on Security  
(CCS) 

Approval  to  a  multi-billion  dollar  deal  to  
purchase  Military  helicopters  from  United 
States aviation giant Boeing.  
Note:Under  this  deal,  India  will  purchase  
22  Apache  Attack  helicopters  and  15  
Chinook heavy-lift choppers from Boeing. 

7. Indian Air force  
 

Union  Government  has  given  its  approval  
for  Integrated  Air  Command  &  Control 
System (IACCS) project of Indian Air force 
(IAF) with allocation of 8,000-crore 
rupees.Note:IACCS system is an automated 
command and control system for Air Defence 
(AD) which integrates different air sensors 
and radars to protect Indian airspace. 

8. India Navy   
 

Indian Navy has commissioned INS Kochi, a 
Kolkata-class Guided Missile Destroyer in its 
contingent to showcase India’s indigenous 
efforts in the field of underwater warfare 
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9. Army  
 

India-Sri  Lanka  joint  military  exercise  
MITRA  SHAKTI  2015  conducted  at  Aundh 
Military Station in Pune, Maharashtra 

10. Param Tyag Chakra   Initiative launched to honour families of 
martyrs 

11. Indian Army    dedicated Prerna Sthal at Hussainiwala to the 
nation 

12. India Navy  INS Astravahini decommissioned after 31 
years of service 

13. Defence Acquisition Council    approved defence proposals worth 30000 
crore rupees 

14. IAF   Indigenously developed helicopter-launched 
Nag missile test fired 

 

STATE IN NEWS (INDIA) 
 

Sr.No News 
1. Haryana Government inaugurated Sakhi, one stop center for women in distress. 
2. The West-Central Railway (WCR) zone headquartered in Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh has become 

the first Railway Zone in Indian Railways to eliminate all unmanned level crossings 
3. Haryana Government won the Skoch Order-of-Merit national award for implementing 6 E-

Governance and IT initiatives in the state 
4. Punjab  Government  has  established  a  special  MGNREGA  cell  to  coordinate  effective  

implementation  of  National  Rural Employment  Guarantee  Scheme  in  the  state.  It  has  been  
established  by  Punjab  Rural  Development  and  Panchayat Department at Chandigarh with an 
outlay of 233 crore rupees. 

5. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Badarpur-Faridabad Metro in Delhi National Capital 
Region (NCR). It is also first environment-friendly metro in India, as all the stations and depot 
have been equipped with solar power plants. 

6. To promote organic farming in the state, the Himachal Pradesh Government organised a three-day 
organic fair and food festival in the state. The organic fair and food festival was or ganised in 
Shimla, the capital city of Himachal Pradesh. 

7. Haryana Assembly has passed Haryana Panchayati Raj (Amendment) Bill, 2015 that seeks to fix 
matriculation as minimum educational qualification for elections to Panchayati Raj institutions 
(PRIs). ii.  With  this  Haryana  became  second  state  in  India  after  Rajasthan  to  fix  educational  
and  other  qualifications  for  the candidates contesting Panchayat elections. 

8. Rajasthan becomes the first state in the country to submit State Annual Action Plan under Atal 
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT). 

9. The  Bharatiya  Janata  Party-affiliated  Akhil  Bharatiya  Vidyarthi  Parishad  (ABVP)  has  for  the  
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second  consecutive  year trounced National Students Union of India (NSUI) to win all four seats in 
the student union elections of Delhi University 

10. Gujarat has been placed to top position in World Bank’s first ever ranking of States on the ease of 
doing business in India. The World Bank report titled Assessment of State Implementation of 
Business Reforms was released in New Delhi under the aegis of the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) 

11. Organ donation is the need of the hour and the Kerala government has been on a drive to boost it 
in the state. Now 200 people from Sastamnada village have come forward to pledge their organs 
for donation. 

12. Andhra  Pradesh  Chief  Minister  N  Chandrababu  Naidu  will  release  water  of  river  Godavari  
into  Krishna  on  to  mark  the formal linking of the two rivers. The programme held at 
Ibrahimpatnam village near Vijayawada . 

13. Perumanna Grama Panchayat in Kozhikode district of Kerala has become the first Panchayat in 
the State, to declare its own water policy 

14. Korea-Andhra Pradesh Friendship Forum organized the Korea Caravan 2015 in Vishakhapatnam. 
This is for the first time that Caravan was held outside New Delhi. 

15. Asia’s biggest telescope MAST inaugurated at Udaipur Solar Observatory in Rajasthan. 
Note: Multi-Application Solar Telescope (MAST) 

16. Delhi Government decided to have tram network in Old Delhi. As of 2014, the  Kolkata tram in 
Kolkata (formerly Calcutta) is the only public tram system in the country. 

17. Rajasthan  signs  MoUs  for  Rs  2,452-cr  investments  at  the  investment  meet  in  New  Delhi.  
Investment  pacts  were  signed between the state government and several private companies that 
plan to set up industrial units in Rajasthan. 

18. Global  electronic  manufacturing  giant  Foxconn  announced  that  it  will  invest  $5  billion  over  
the  next  five  years  in Maharashtra 

19. Maharashtra government has declared the area along Thane Creek as Flamingo Sanctuary 
20. China-based Smartphone maker Xiaomi Inc has tied up with Taiwan-based Foxconn to set first 

Assembly line in Andhra Pradesh under ‘Make in India’ initiative. 
21. Telecom Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad has launched a new mobile app ‘Disha’ to aid digital 

literacy in Bihar. It aims to help people learn about computers and Internet through self-learning 
modules. 

22. Kochi  becomes  first  Indian  city  to  be  a  member  of  Beijing  headquartered,  World  Tourism  
Cities  Federation  (WTCF) Council 

23. Amitabh Bachchan is now Maharashtra's Tiger ambassador. 
24. The Ministry for New and Renewable Energy sanctioned a 1,500-MW ultra-mega solar power park 

for Andhra Pradesh.it will be developed in Kadapa district by NTPC 
25. Gujarat Govt declares ban on use of Plastic.  
26. Kerala Govt declares state as "Digital State" 
27. Maharashtra government has roped  Cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar as its new ambassador for 

the Tiger Conservation Project. 
28. Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao launched a flagship programme Grama Jyothi 

across the state. The scheme is aimed at comprehensive development of rural areas allowing 
planning and execution of works by villages themselves. 
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29. The Cochin International Airport became the first in the world to operate completely on solar 
power. Kerala Chief Minister Oommen Chandy inaugurated the 12 MWp solar power plant. 

30. Tata Trust to develop 264 villages in Vijayawada Lok Sabha constituency of Andhra Pradesh 
under Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana(SAGY) initiative. 

31. The  Rajasthan  government  entered  into  an  agreement  with  Future  Consumer  Enterprise  
Ltd.  (FCEL)  to  modernise  the public  distribution system (PDS) by providing multi-brand 
consumer goods at competitive prices to public  through fair price shops. 

32. Delhi Jal Board (DJB) commissioned the first ever Hydro-power plant in the city, at Chilla area of 
east Delhi. 

33. The United Kingdom will fund a capacity building programme for making Kolkata a low carbon 
city. 

34. The New Delhi Municipal Council or NDMC has decided to change the name from Aurangzeb road 
to Abdul Kalam road. 

35. The 21st edition of the Delhi Book Fair was launched at the Pragati Maidan in New Delhi. The 
book fair has been organised by the Federation of Indian Publishers in association with India 
Trade Promotion Organisation. 

36. Maharashtra government signed MoU with Blackstone and Panchshil SPV for three projects. 
37. Digital Guddi-Gudda Board of Jalgaon district adopted as Best Practice under BBBP scheme. 
38. National Green Tribunal banned use of Plastic in Haridwar & Rishikesh. 
39. Microsoft agreed to set up Digital Village in Maharashtra 
40. Punjab Government to create Beas Belt near Harike Patan as habitat for Gharials 
41. Indian Railways and Odisha Government signed MoU for Dasappla-Bolangir Railway Line 
42. Maharashtra assembly passed Guarantee of Public Services Bill, 2015. The bill will empower 

citizens to avail their rights in stipulated time with less efforts and cost. It will also pave way to 
curb corruption, bring transparency and for empowering  
citizens. 

MOVIES/ENTERTAINMENT RELATED NEWS 
Sr.No Movies/Organization   Honour/News 
1. Marathi film ‘Court’    

 
Selected as India’s official entry 
to Oscars 
Note: The film is directorial 
debut of Chaitanya Tamhane 

2. Jodhpur Film Society   honoured with Pritiman Sarkar 
Award 2014-15 

3. Film Talvar   to be premiered at Toronto 
International Film Festival 

4. ‘Visaarnai’  ‘Visaarnai’   became first Tamil 
film to enter Venice film festival 

5. Haryanavi  film  ‘Pagdi:  The  
Honour’  

 made tax free in Haryana 

6. French film The Big Day   to  showcase Anand Kumar's Super 
30 
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